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Congressional Conversations on Race pro-
gram and its Congressional Civil Rights Pil-
grimages to Alabama. We are indebted to
Mrs. Robertson for being such an exceptional
teacher and mentor. It is with great pleasure
and appreciation that we wish her a very
happy 100th birthday on January 11, 2002.

f

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT LAWRENCE
COUGHLIN, JR.

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, it is
with sadness that I note the death of a former
colleague and a great Pennsylvanian, Mr.
Robert Lawrence Coughlin, Jr., who passed
away last month.

Larry grew up on his father’s farm near
Scranton, Pennsylvania. But he was no farm-
hand. Making the most of his opportunities,
Larry graduated from the Hotchkiss School in
Connecticut in 1946, he received an Econom-
ics degree from Yale in 1950, a Masters de-
gree in Business Administration from Harvard,
and a law degree from Temple University’s
law school in 1958. While at Temple, Larry at-
tended classes at night, and was a foreman
on a steel assembly line during the day.

This ‘‘steely’’ resolve served him well
throughout his career. As a Marine, Larry
fought in the Korean War, and was aide-de-
camp to Lt. General Lewis B. ‘‘Chesty’’ Puller.
When he was elected to Congress, he was
Chairman of the Capitol Hill Marines, which
represented Members who had been in the
Marine Corps.

Larry was first elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives in 1968. He came from a
family that had some experience in the field of
public service as his uncle, Clarence Coughlin,
was a former Republican Representative.
Representing a wealthy suburb of Philadelphia
from 1969 to 1993, Larry was so popular per-
sonally and politically, that he was almost al-
ways easily elected. It wasn’t until after he re-
tired that Democrats were able to field signifi-
cant competitors for that seat.

A tall and authoritative man, Larry always
had a way with people. With his military back-
ground and penchant for bow ties, Larry came
across—rightfully so—as a gentleman and a
scholar. While he briefly served on the House
Judiciary Committee, he spent most of his ca-
reer on the Appropriations Committee. Al-
though I never had the opportunity to directly
work with him on the Judiciary Committee, I
did work with him on several issues. The na-
tion last a good legislator when Larry re-
signed, and on November 30, the world lost a
good man.

It is with a heavy heart that I say good-bye
to Larry. My wife Cheryl and I would like to ex-
press our condolences to his wife Susan, and
the entire family, in this time of sorrow and
sadness. They will be in our prayers.

HONORING R. LAWRENCE
COUGHLIN, JR.

HON. WILLIAM J. COYNE
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join in this special order honoring our former
colleague, R. Lawrence Coughlin. I want to
thank Mr. GEKAS for organizing this special
order.

Larry Coughlin represented a suburban
Philadelphia district in the House of Rep-
resentatives for 24 years. He was a gracious
gentleman who represented his constituents
with integrity and wisdom.

Mr. Coughlin had a remarkable background.
Raised on a farm in Pennsylvania, he earned
a degree in economics from Yale and an MBA
from Harvard. He subsequently attended night
school at Temple University to get his law de-
gree while working during the day as a fore-
man in a steel plant. His academic accom-
plishments speak to his energy and ability.

Mr. Coughlin was also a dedicated public
servant. He served in the Marines in Korea
during the Korean War as a aide-de-camp to
legendary Marine Lt. General Lewis B.
‘‘Chesty’’ Puller. He served ably in the Penn-
sylvania House of Representatives and Sen-
ate before running for—and winning—a seat in
Congress in 1968.

During his 12 terms in Congress, Rep-
resentative Coughlin served on the House Ju-
diciary Committee, the House Appropriations
Committee, and the House Select Committee
on Narcotics Abuse and Control. He was par-
ticularly active in working to increase federal
housing and transportation assistance to our
nation’s cities. Mr. Coughlin understood that
even affluent suburbs like the ones he rep-
resented depend upon central cities for their
continued economic well-being. Our nation is
healthier and more prosperous as a result of
his service in Congress.

Larry Coughlin was always a quiet, upbeat,
courteous man. It was an honor and a pleas-
ure to serve in the House of Representatives
with him. I join my colleagues in mourning his
passing.
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HONORING RACHEL WALSHE FOR
RECEIVING A RHODES SCHOLAR-
SHIP

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute to Rachel Walshe, who hails from my
hometown of Warwick, Rhode Island, and is
the first woman from a New England public
university to receive a Rhodes Scholarship.

Rachel was selected for the prestigious
Rhodes Scholarship from among 925 appli-
cants from across the nation for her leadership
potential, academic achievement, and per-
sonal integrity. Throughout her 23 years, Ra-
chel has consistently demonstrated all of
these characteristics. Graduating last year
from the University of Rhode Island with high-
est honors, she focused on the philosophy of
religions, a major she crafted to explore her

interest in understanding human motivation.
While a student at the University of Rhode Is-
land, she fought to affect public policy, found-
ing the URI Chapter of the Campaign to End
the Death Penalty, volunteering with America
Reads and mentoring children in Head Start.
In her spare time she mastered equestrian
arts and Tai Kwan Do kickboxing.

At Oxford, Rachel will study English and
theater history, and when she returns she
hopes to direct theatrical performances. Al-
ready, Rachel has shared her talent with Per-
ishable Theater in Providence where she
works full-time.

I know my colleagues understand the high
honor that the Rhodes Scholarship bestows. It
signals tremendous achievement and even
greater promise. On behalf of the entire Sec-
ond Congressional District of Rhode Island, I
want to express our pride in Rachel’s success.
Her example is inspiring and her future is
overflowing with possibility. I just hope she
comes home once in awhile to remind all
Rhode Islanders that the smallest of states
can produce the biggest of successes.
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BEST PHARMACEUTICALS FOR
CHILDREN ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2001
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,

I rise in support of S. 1789, the Best Pharma-
ceuticals for Children Act. As Chair of the
Congressional Children’s Caucus, the welfare
of children has always been a top priority for
me. The bill before us today is reauthorizing
legislation designed to ensure that more medi-
cines are tested for children and that useful
prescribing and dosing information appears on
labels.

Under a 1997 law, pharmaceutical compa-
nies that test drugs on children at the request
of the FDA are given an extra six months of
exclusive marketing rights. This law was
aimed at encouraging drug companies to test
their products on children so that a pediatri-
cian would be able to prescribe appropriate
doses for children. As a result of this law, we
have seen more drugs for children on the mar-
ket that have a label telling how they can be
used, and even more basic information for pe-
diatricians.

The difficulty of prescribing medicine for
children results from various factors: a child’s
weight and metabolism, the quick metamor-
phosis of a child’s body, and a child’s inac-
curate information about how medicines are
affecting them.

A recent six-week study done in Boston
found that over that time, 616 prescriptions
written for children contained errors. Of those,
26 actually harmed children. Of the errors that
were caught before the medication was ad-
ministered, 18 could have been fatal. Medica-
tion errors in hospitals occur three times more
often with children than with adults. This bill
can help prevent such mistakes by prescribing
adequate testing and proper labeling.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1789 also requires that the
General Accounting Office (GAO) study the in-
clusion of children of ethnic and racial minori-
ties in drug studies. Ethnic and racial minori-
ties make up a substantial percentage of our
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population, yet many studies do not reflect the
multi-cultural and multi-racial fabric of our soci-
ety.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1789, which reflects a con-
sensus of the sponsors of both the earlier
House and Senate passed bills, is a good bill.
It is a necessary bill—necessary to protect the
welfare of our nation’s children.

f

TRIBUTE TO HABITAT FOR HU-
MANITY IN SPRINGFIELD, MIS-
SOURI

HON. ROY BLUNT
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay

tribute to a group in Southwest Missouri that
intends to turn a careless act of pollution into
hope for families. Part of the American dream
is buying a home for your family. Home own-
ership in America is at record levels. Two of
three families owns or is buying their primary
residence. But for many families that dream is
beyond reach.

Working with Habitat for Humanity, the
House of Representatives has supported in
word and deed a commitment to home owner-
ship for low-income families. Members of this
body have assisted in raising funds and work-
ing on homes that are ‘‘dreams come true’’ for
many disadvantaged families. In Southwest
Missouri I have assisted in putting up the walls
on four homes in what has become an annual
event that my staff and I look forward to. Habi-
tat for Humanity is a charity that has been in-
strumental in helping thousands of families
find permanent and affordable shelter. Home
ownership contributes to building strong fami-
lies. It inspires a family’s desire to improve
and protect it’s personal stake in the commu-
nity as well as promotes civic participation and
involvement.

More importantly today, I am pleased to an-
nounce that Habitat for Humanity of Spring-
field, Missouri has received a grant from the
Corporation for National Community Service
specifically to fund a service event on the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. holiday this coming year.
The $7,500 grant will be used to fund the or-
ganization’s kick-off of their new program ‘‘Alu-
minum Cans Build Habitat Houses.’’ On Martin
Luther King Jr. Day 2002, hundreds of youth
will be working throughout my district picking
up and recycling aluminum cans. The money
raised from collecting the cans will be used to
build Habitat houses and also to provide a
scholarship for a high school student in our
district.

I commend my local chapter for its contin-
ued involvement in Southwest Missouri and its
proactive efforts to engage young people in
public service. Those of us who have been
privileged enough to help on Habitat projects
have seen the unity that this organization can
bring to our communities. Few things are more
inspiring than witnessing people from vastly
different backgrounds and ethnic heritages
working together to help a family achieve their
dream.

It is fitting that this grant, given in honor of
Martin Luther King Jr., be used for a project
that unifies. I can think of no better way to
honor the legacy of a man who sought to
sweep away the barriers that kept all Ameri-
cans from pursuing the American dream.

REMEMBERING MARSHA HANLEY

HON. BRIAN D. KERNS
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001

Mr. KERNS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
recognize a great Hoosier, a great American—
Marsha Hanley. Marsha wore many hats dur-
ing her lifetime—wife, mother, grandmother,
volunteer, community leader, and an advocate
for homeless children.

On this day, Marsha Hanley was laid to rest
by her husband, Harold, children, family, and
friends after leaving our world this past Sun-
day. The manner in which she led her life—
her kindness, her love of country, her devotion
to her family—serves as an example for oth-
ers to follow.

A life-long Republican, Marsha cared deeply
about her community and country. She fol-
lowed the issues closely with great interest
and was not afraid to express her opinion.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to have been
home in Indiana to pay my respects, but as
you know—and as I am sure she would un-
derstand—we have important legislation be-
fore us in Congress on this day. While my
heart is with Marsha and her loved ones in In-
diana, my duties keep me in our nation’s Cap-
itol.

We are all richer for having known Marsha,
and the lives of so many others have been en-
riched because of her good work. While we
will miss her, we take comfort in the knowl-
edge that she is now in a better place and
with our Father in heaven.

God bless you Marsha Hanley.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARY
DANIELS ON HER RETIREMENT

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to recognize one of my constituents, Mary
Daniels of Cranston, as she begins her retire-
ment at the impressive age of eighty-four.

On Friday, December 7, Mary completed
her final day of work at Leviton, an electrical
equipment manufacturer that is one of the
largest employers in Rhode Island. For thirty-
seven years, Mary served as a dedicated and
diligent worker, completing any task that was
put before her. She will be remembered by
her coworkers for her kindness to her friends
and family, her impressive work ethic, and her
strong character.

After many years of working to support her
family, Mary may now take full advantage of
her retirement. I am certain that she will enjoy
these golden years, as her strong spirit will
keep her active. Her four children and eight
grandchildren are also certain to benefit now
that she has more time to prepare family
meals and her famous lemon meringue pie.

I encourage Mary to take full advantage of
her retirement years, to spend more time with
her loved ones, and to pursue all of her
dreams. I now ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating this impressive woman on
her notable achievement.

H.R. 3178, WATER INFRASTRUC-
TURE SECURITY AND RESEARCH
DEVELOPMENT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 18, 2001

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I am pleased that ‘‘H.R. 3178, Water Infra-
structure Security and Research Development
Act’’ and the Development of Anti-Terrorism
Tools for Water Infrastructure was brought to
the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, the nation’s water supply and
water quality infrastructure have long been
recognized as being potentially vulnerable to
terrorist attacks of various types, including
physical disruption, bioterrorism/chemical con-
tamination, and cyber attack. Interest in such
problems has increased since the September
11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon. Damage or destruction to
these systems by terrorist attack could disrupt
the delivery of vital human services, threat-
ening public health and the environment, or
possibly causing loss of life.

Water infrastructure systems include surface
and ground water sources of untreated water
for municipal, industrial, agricultural, and con-
sumer needs; dams, reservoirs, aqueducts,
and pipes that contain and transport raw
water; treatment facilities that remove contami-
nants; finished water reservoirs; systems that
distribute water to users; and wastewater col-
lection and treatment facilities. Across the
country, these systems comprise more than
75,000 dams and reservoirs, thousands of
miles of pipes and aqueducts, 168,000 public
drinking water facilities, and about 16,000 pub-
licly owned wastewater treatment facilities.
Ownership and management are both public
and private; the federal government has re-
sponsibility for hundreds of dams and diver-
sion structures, but the vast majority of the na-
tion’s water infrastructure is either privately
owned or owned by non-federal units of gov-
ernment.

Mr. Speaker, the federal government has
built hundreds of water projects over the
years, primarily dams and reservoirs for irriga-
tion development and flood control, with mu-
nicipal and industrial water use as an inci-
dental, self-financed, project purpose. Be-
cause of the size and scope of many of these
facilities, they are critically entwined with the
nation’s overall water supply, transportation,
and electricity infrastructure. Threats resulting
in physical destruction to any of these systems
could include disruption of operating or dis-
tribution system components, power or tele-
communications systems, electronic control
systems, and actual damage to reservoirs and
pumping stations. A loss of flow and pressure
would cause problems for water customers
and also would drastically hinder firefighting
efforts. Bioterrorism or chemical threats could
deliver massive contamination by small
amounts of microbiological agents or toxic
chemicals and could endanger the public
health of thousands.

Water supply was one of eight critical infra-
structure systems identified in President Clin-
ton’s 1998 Presidential Decision Directive as
part of a coordinated national effort to achieve
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